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A trueDeſcription ef the birth,edu- 


cation, life,and death of Williams Ward, 
Who was executed at Tyburne zhe 
26. of Inly 1641. 


agg Is gencrally obſerved that where 

God beftowes the beſt gifts, 
7 there, forthe moſt partthe wort 
uſe is made of them : There is 
© ſ{cldome zgny vertue that is not 
atrendedon, if not over-luld by 
| ſome vice. God beſtowes on 
ſome wit, learning, knowledge, wildome, valour, 
and many more heavenly gifts in a moreampleman- 
ner then on others, who being left over rothem- 
ſelves, theſe graces tend rather to their ruine and de- 
ſtruRion,then to their comfort here 2nd cternall ſal- 
vation hereafter, as many examples in theſe preſent 
times ſufficiently teſtifie. T could ſpeake of rhe 
Earle of Str«fford,who was endued with maxe then 
ordinary verrues, and yctthat firſt and damned finne 
Ambition did ſo overweigh his good parts in the 
ſcalesof Juſtice,that it rendred him odious and con- 
temptible to three Kingdomes, cut off his life un- - 
timely, braaded him with the juſt name of Traitor 
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. 4 rae Deſcription of the birth education, 
and corrupted the blood of his innocetit poſterity : 
bu ir would be needlefle to inſtance in any other 
examples thenof this 7efarre, whoſe birth,cducation, 
life, and death was as hereafter is expreſſed. | 

He was the {onne to one Maſter Robert Ward, a 
petitieman of good repute, who lived in Cumber- 
Ind, and though a yonger brother, - and borae to 
ſmall fortuacs, he matched with a rich widow, who 
had a joynture of ſo;ne hundred pounds per «xwnon; 
on whom he begort this #12 Fard,who uncill he 
was fouretcene yeercs of age he was educated inthe 
beſt Schooles ot Religion and Learning that that 
Countrey afforded, where he profited exceedingly, 
and ſurpaſſed (if credir may be given-to common 
report) his friends expeQations. He was no ſooner 
foureteenc yceres of age but he was more able and 
fic to.inſtrutthento learne of his Counrrry School- 
maſter; whereupon, his Father ſecing hinſo cap+ 
ble and induſtrious withall, ſent him to be further 
edoftrinared in a very famous Schoole at Leeds in 
Yorkcthire, where he remained untill he was cigh- 
teene yeere of age, by which time he perfealy ar- 
tiincd the Latine and Greeke tongues, and coujd 
diſcourſe as familiarlym themas in his narive. tongu. 
His Father being ſcnſible of his admirable ingonui- 
ty was yery defiro'1s to make him a Scholler, and he 
affecting no courſe of life but th .t, was ſentto Ox- 
ford, and there admitted a Student of Brazen-noſc 
Colledge, where he continued for- the ſpace of ſe. 
ven yeeres, during which time he was generally ac: 
coun:ed the ableſt Diſputant that Called ge w_ 
raid: 
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bife and death of William Ward. 
tain'd : His fallacies would ſceme reall Syllogiſmes, 
and likea true Sophiſter would winde his arguments 
which way hee pleaſed, to the aſtoniſhment of his 
oniſts : In which rine his Father and Mother 
both dyed, lo that he was then deſtiture of meanes 
to maintain him any longerat the Vniverſicy: wher- 
upon he was forced to ſecke his fortunes ,, and then 
repaired to London, where he remained in cxpe ?a- 
tion of ſome preferment for the ſpace of halfe a yeer, 
in which time all his meanes was ſpent, and hee no 
way. advantaged his fortunes. That then by acci- 
dent he happened into the company of ane M:ſter 
Datton a welch gentleman, who was to travell into 
Spaine my for pleaſure ſake, and to ſee the faſhi- 
ons of thoſe Countries, and promilſcd to beare the 
charges of him the ſaid Witham Ward, if hee woui'd 
over with hims which profer was moſt £ladly 
accepted of. 

"That the ſaid William Ward all his life time un- 
till he-came 0% gat with theſaid Maſter Dutton 
was conformable to the Church of England, and a 
very good Proteſtant. Bur the ſaid Maſter Dutton 
being aRaman C tholick ſthough arfirſt unknown 
to the ſaid William Ward) in the ſpace of ſeven 
yeeres converted him from a: good member and 
ſupporter of the Church ro be a demoliſher of the 
fame. Hee that before could withſtand and op- 
poſe the arguments of this. adverſaries, 'is now 
confuted with -an erronious reaſon. In briefe, 
hee Is a moſt idolitrous Papiſt, an adorer of 
Saints and Angels, and a moft ſuperſticious 
3 WOr- 


A true deſcription of the birth, edacation, 
worſhipper of the Lordin, at, and betore Ima- 
es. 

Afterwards he returned into England and came 
to London, where (as he conteſt ) hee lodged 
at a Piicfts houſe in Saint Giles in the fields, 
where fiading cold entertainment, thought ir 
his beſt courle to repaire tothe Papiſts Sanctuary 
Rome, -and then was admitted into the Popes pre- 
ſence , who approving his learning and his jelous 
2fc Ration of idolatry , beſtowes preferments 
and 2]l the degrees vpon him belonging toa Ie- 
ſuite, and finding him a fit member for his pur 
pole, ſends him againe into England , to ſeduce 
Proteſtams to his Antichriſtian Religion, promi- 
ſcth him rewards for his ſedulity and diligence, 
diſpenſations and pardons, for any ſinne how hai- 
nous ſocver, 

He is now returned into England , hee lodged 
ſometimesin Coventgardeo, in Bowftrect, and 1c- 
ſorted much to all places where there was a gene- 
rall concurſc of people and dilcourſes with them 
2$ he found occaſien , hee would not lole the leaſt 
opportunity , but would ſound the affeRionsof 
people, and learne how they were inclined, and 
accordingly he would fit his diſcourſe. 

By thele meancs hee ſeduced many, and con. 
ſtamly every month changed his name, lodging 
and habit , ſo that it was almoſt impoſſible to take 
him tarey in his dangerous enterpriſes ; bur the 
quicke eic/of the blefled Parliament , that like the 
ſunne ſends it luſtre through the leaſt cranie , "_ 
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life and death of William Ward. 
with its vigilancy findes out things iatended for 
obſcurity , amongſt other enormitics cſpics this 
catterpiller, whereupon he was according to Law 
of this land accuſed and convicted of high treaſon, 
and ſound guilty of theſe and many more illegall 
courſes tending wholly to the ruine of religion , 
and the prejudice of the common Wealth, which 
would be too tedious to relate in this ſmal volume, 
wherefore Ircfcrre you to his examination and 
confeſſion. | 

For which offences he was executed at Tiburne 
the fixand twenticth day of Iuly 1641. in this 
manner, firft he was hanged upon the tree, and 
when he was halfe dead his body was ripr, and his 
heart, his bowells and privy members were 
throwne into the fire, with a generall acclamation 
God {ave the-King , and theo his limbes were 
ſevercd from*this body, and order givento bee 
hanged uponthe City gates,to the everlaſting glo- 
ry of God, joy of good Chriſtians, and ſhame and 
confuſion of that bloody and ſuperſtitious {c Rof 
Rome. F 


The true confeſſion of the ſaid Ward at 
Tiburne. . 


E ſt:nding. in the cart with the rape about his 
necke,was defired to confeſle and lay open his 
confeſſion, and he then confeſſed he had beene a 
Prieſt theſe twen:y and foure yeares, and that hee 
would diciathat religion , and that he ſhould bee 
CanO- 


+ The confefren of William Ward. | 
canonized for a Martyr , 3nd he h«ld it a meritorgi- 
ovs iQ of {alvativnro ſcduce people, which hee 

had done all the time he had beene a Prieſt 

And they defiring him to mention {ome pirti- 
cular p-oplc he h1d teduced , and the meanes hee 
uſed ro ſeduce them 3 contefled that when he lay 
in Curhcors Alley hee feduced a mans wife , and 
indexvoured to ſeduce her husband, who he tound 
very :r:Q. ble, but ſo unconſtart, that he thoughe 
he was of all cohgions, and being defir-d totcll 
their nzmes he would not by any mceanes. 

Heconfeſſed likewiſe that he was an intelligen- 
cer of the French of all the newes happeni = 
in England ,] and withall ſolemaly proteſted, that 
if his inlargement were off-red hi.n on the condi- 
rion toturne Proteſt int he would not accept of it ; 
for he was ſure of { Iv.tion chrouzh his owne me- 
tits, and that heſaw the bleſſed Virgin ia heaven 
interceding for him, 

His confeſſion being ended, he drew out of his 
pocket a long wallet purſe, wherein was great 
ſtore of mony ; and cilled 2 particular perſon to 
him, unto whom he gave the ſame, and gave him 
2 charge to diſpole of itaccording to his former 
direQtions, 

The hangman heating him blaſpheme ſo,bade 
drive on the cart: the Teſuit cru fſ-d himſcite, and 
loudly invocated on the Virgin A«ry, untill his 
breath was ſtopt. 


FINIS. 


